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Responsﬂolhtv With Pré.ssv

PRESIDENT Kennedy spoke a few .ally to be given an appraisal of thls
TMENts ago to newspaper publishers country’s position in today’s trouble@%
on the need for self-censorshig inreport- world. .
ihg matters ,affecting national security.- 4 7 1 _ Co
He said cold war foes of this country:; i
~ were culling valuable information from 3 (N HIS SPEECH to the pubhshers Mr.

U. S. newspapers. He pointed out at what | , Kennedy said that it was vital that .
;;he American people “possess all the facts. '

a disadvantage our government was in B
the matter of intelligence compared with 3 'Y need, and understand them as well—+ -
“the perils, the prospects, the purposes oft

that of our enemies because of their con-
tralled press. ﬁbuf program and the choice we face.”

< Earlier, high government officials had - No one could argue logically with this
to;ld newspaper editors that the Ameri- thesxs, but it .does pose a confusing .di-
cén press should share the blame for the Jemma for members of the press as well
fiasco in FHE& They implied that too &S the public when two top federal offic--.

mOblCity had been. given to inva- ials present such distinctly opposite ver-.
‘J sion preparatlons sions. Obviously, one of them has to be :
wrong.

Wm —,' T 1“:'1'155“ oD Qﬂlmsclﬁ@.d in. Another example of why it is most dxf- .
: ; one ficult for the press to properly evaluate :
W

information was a recent speech by Sec--;

retary of Interior Stewart L. Udall ml
which he said that the Cuban invasion

plan originated with the Eisenhower ad-.;
ministration and was merely carried out !
by the new administration. The speech
was given only hours after a White House !

spokesman had informed White House, :
reporters that there was not “a word of
PR térhu (;lgg the allegatﬁ)ns I;;hat 1(;1 back,lrlag

e n invasion Mr. Kennedy merely.":

HOWEVER , government offieials have . 43¢ executing the p]ans of the prewous -ﬂ

a resp&nsxblhty, too. Increased can- admlmstratlon .
r on the part of the government could

gpeakér noted. .- '
r. Kennedy and other admmlstratlon
- spokesmen would be-hard put to find a
newspaper publisher or editor who would
knowingly print material damaging to
the interests of the country. They could .
. find few unwilling to assume their full
“ +share of the Tespont ‘1{)1hty for protectlng
the natlon s sécurity.
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‘1p the newspapers judge what infbr- H
. 1pation endangers the national security. S FRANK J Stamel general thari-
iI'ri‘the Cullan affair,’ 'for instance, if. %re- _ager of the A ocxated Press, comi- |

gﬁonsnble okesmap&rad indicated its na- tmented, the type of, Selt- censoxz‘slﬁp., po-
- “iire andy scope, the.tendencies toward: poséd by the Pre:;n,dent gspe pen
mlsmformatxon Woulﬁ‘have been checl?éﬁ:' IIQWSmeI’l havihiz:available §uidaiite ?in
i «Imstead complete ignorance was feignéd. - rés onsible govféﬁnnient officials whb &lsg -
*‘Even after this country’s part in the  Will take the YESDDn51blhtyT°f the eﬁfe‘%;
affalr had become public knowledge, mis- ‘and results of their decisions.” -
,information was prevalent. In one, 24- *This is indeed a time for self-dxsc1phrfe
hour period last week, for mstance, two 401;1 the part of the press, as well as othe’r— 3
s administ s‘egments of our society. And as in eVéry
. sﬁa j mbou’c the otlier time of national. peril newspaw’i's
Fh] ality of our intelligence on the inva- »have fisen to the o‘coaswn dhey can be.
“sion. " dotintéd on today .
‘One official said that the Ce - We agree that natxonal securlty is
i mate ! paramount. Great respon51b111ty is-
shouldered by the newspapers. But rey
nd the will of his army to fight. Another . sponsibility niust be borne, too, by gov-

W@Wd ernment. It cannot expect the press to
i - that_the . exercise the type of intelligent self-re-
¢ WHe implied . straint it dlsplayed during past emergen- |
hatThe failure resulted Irom poor mili- cies unless it is taken into 1ts confidence

tary tactics. and kept fully informed. -

‘Both of these men were talking to Satlsfactory s el f-censorship cannot
.edltors who had been invited to Wash- funct10n in an atmosphere of misinform-
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